
The Headmaster was delighted to welcome Dr Alex Peterken, 
Headmaster of Charterhouse School, as the guest preacher in 
chapel this term, who incited the congregation in a debate about 
“time.” Having quizzed the children about when they are at their 
busiest, Dr Peterken went on to say, “time can feel like different 
things at different times.  The younger you are, the less you 
realise how precious time truly is; time is important.  Use your 
time well and never say you don’t have time, if it’s important you 
can find the time.”

During the service, The Chapel Choir sang an anthem called 
‘The Father’s Love’ by Simon Lole.  Miss Green, our Director 
of Music chose this anthem for a number of reasons.  Firstly 
Simon Lole was Director of Music at Salisbury Cathedral 
at the time when Miss Green was a chorister there.  Our 
guest organist at the service Clive Osgood was also an 
organ scholar at Salisbury Cathedral at that exact same time 
and thirdly, Dr Alex Peterken’s daughter was a Chorister at 
Salisbury too so it seemed the perfect choice for everyone 
present. Miss Green was also delighted that the current  

Head Verger at the Cathedral was asked to attend the 
service by Simon who was too unwell to travel to the 
service personally.  Miss Green and the Chapel choir were 
delighted that as a result of their stunning performance the 
chapel choir have been invited to sing a joint service with the 
Charterhouse Chapel Choir later in the year. 

Congratulations to Theo Freeland, Jonny Murray, Yasmin Gubby 
and Florence Walker for performing their solos so well 
and thank you to Marcus Aberneithie who read the lesson 
“Ecclesiastes, Chapter 3.”  

Following the service, Dr Peterken joined the Headmaster and 
a selection of Form 8 pupils for lunch in the Headmaster’s study 
where I’m sure Dr Peterken and the Headmaster continued the 
debate on how time is a gift and how we must continue to use 
it wisely.

The arrival of Mini Mac!
She certainly kept her parents waiting, but at 9.58 am on 4th February, Delilah Josephine 
Footman arrived in this world.  Miss Mac commented, “it was the hardest workout I’ve 
EVER done but the best medal EVER achieved!”  Congratulations to Emma and Martin 
and welcome to the St. Ed’s community baby Delilah.
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Time is a precious gift



What’s been going on ..... 
Answer: Tectonic
To test how well her Form 7s had been 
listening in class, Miss Stoyle presented 
her students with a “Tectonic” geography 
game, designed to test their knowledge 
of the layers of the earth and their 
understanding of the different tectonic 
plates.  If that wasn’t tricky enough, 
her game was engineered to have a 
mixture of hard or easy questions so the 
children had to decide whether or not to 
challenge themselves!  

Fighting the Fear  
of Failure
As part of the school’s lecture 
programme, children in Forms 7 and 8 
were joined by Laura Buckeridge from 
“Learning Performance” last week 
who led them in a detailed workshop 
discussion all about fighting the fear of 
failure.  Laura commented, “this afternoon 
is about trying to get the children to see 
that making mistakes can and should be 
turned into a positive learning experience, 
rather than being a negative one.”  During 
the session, the children were taught that 
obstacles do not have to stop you; if you 
run into a wall, don’t turn around and 
give up, simply figure out how to climb it, 
go through it, or work around it.  Laura 
finished the afternoon by ensuring her 
audience understood how to identify the 
positive aspects of school life and how 
not to focus on the negatives, and how to 
turn perceived weakness into strength.  
An uplifting and motivating lesson for all.

Stop, Look and Listen
Form 9 took time out of their busy 
timetable last week to help Form 2 learn 
all about Road Safety.   Sporting their 
innovative vehicle props, aka Reception’s 
fleet of scooters, the Seniors used the 
Puntabout to map out their busy road 
network for adapting the Government’s 
“Think” road safety top tips.  Form 2 were 
taught how to Be Bright and Be Seen, 
how to cross the road safely on your own 
and with an adult, how to be aware of in 
car safety as well as being a given a few 
tips on Cycle and Pedestrian Safety.  After 
their practical session outside, all of the 

children then headed into the classroom 
to play an assortment of road safety 
games to endorse all that they had learnt.  
Thank you Form 9 for an informative and 
fun Road Safety workshop.

Reading Skills
The Seniors popped in to Lower 
Prep last week to help the children in 
Forms 1 and 2 with their reading skills.  
Assisting them with their phonics and 

teaching them a few tricks of the trade 
when working out big words, there’s no 
doubting both young and old thoroughly 
enjoyed themselves.

A step back in time ure

A Mentor’s Guide
Mentoring is a powerful personal and 
career development tool that can enable 
the mentee to achieve or exceed their 
life’s goals and aspirations; indeed many of 
us have benefitted from a mentor in our 
personal and/or work lives and continue 
to do so.  As Oprah Winfrey once said, “a 
mentor is someone who allows you to 
see the hope inside yourself,” and thanks 
to Mr Barnes’ new senior initiative, our 
Form 9 students have the opportunity to 
do just that.  Teaming up with our Form 
10s, the students in Form 9 now have 

weekly meetings with their designated 
Form 10 Mentor providing them with a 
setting where they can chat openly about 
how they are coping with “senior life.”  
Whether the Form 9s want a role model, 
a coach, a sounding board, a voice of 
reason, an emotional support, a counsellor, 
a trusted resource or just a friend, our 
Form 10s are there for them, guiding 
and helping them as they negotiate and 
conquer their St. Ed’s senior days whilst 
at the same time enabling them to 
achieve their school goals and aspirations. 



Athenians versus Spartans
Gone were the grey jumpers for children 
in Forms 3 and 4 last week and in their 
place, Greek togas! Currently learning 
about Ancient Greece, the children were 
joined by Mike Everest from Portals to 
the Past (a history workshop company) 
who spent the morning talking to his 
audience about the Battle of Marathon 
and how the Greeks defeated the 
Persians.  The children then played 
an Ancient Greek boardgame before 
challenging themselves with solving 
Archimedes’ puzzle, and the fun did not 

stop there!  After lunch, having been 
divided into Athenians and Spartans, the 
children took part in their own version 
of the Ancient Olympics, throwing 
javelins and such like, all health and safety 
checked of course!  It was truly a great 
day for all of our young Greek Gods, 
best described I think by a conversation 
overhead on their way back to their 
classrooms, “that was the best day ever 
don’t you think?” …. “it was ok, although 
I wish we learnt about Galaxies, then we 
could dress up as Star Wars for the day!”  

Fair fa’ your honest, 
sonsie face
In honour of the great Scottish Poet 
Robert Burns and the annual celebratory 
tribute to his life and works, Stephen and 
his excellent team served up a “wee” 
surprise for lunch on 25th January … yup, 
you’ve guessed it, Haggis!  Complete with 
neeps, tatties and the obligatory whiskey 
source (non-alcoholic of course!), the 
majority of their young customers were 
pleasantly surprised although that was 
probably more to do with the Irn-Bru 
jelly, or was it the deep fried Mars Bars?!  
Happy Birthday Robbie!

A step back in time
Form 8C chose St. Ed’s as the theme for their assembly this term, taking the opportunity 
to share with their audience the history and origins of the school and how it has grown 
to be the successful, amazing, awesome and best school “EVER” that it is today!

Thursday activities 
at St. Ed’s are well 
known for being 
diverse and thanks 
to Mrs Griggs, our 
Form 7s enjoyed 
Yoga taster sessions for the first time this 
term. Namaste Mrs Griggs.

Namaste



Children in our Junior Assembly last week were treated to a most prestigious talent 
contest as Form 4T posed the question, “out of our four Divisional leaders, who was 
the best?”  With Nelson, Scott, Wellington and Clive taking to the stage, a contest of 
quick fire questions followed as the historic rivals battled it out for superiority!  

Who was the best? 

Can you imagine a world without tigers, lions, polar bears, penguins and many, many 
more?  A question that Form 2D presented their audience with during assembly this 
term as they highlighted the plight of wild animals on this earth and how, thanks to 
humans, the number of species facing extinction has plummeted out of control.  Some 
shocking facts were presented by News 2D, but an incredibly vital subject for everyone 
to appreciate and to act upon now.  Well done 2D.

Animals in Danger

Spaghetti Spelling
Mrs vO certainly knows how to make 
spellings interesting!  A handful of 
spaghetti with a hint of creativity and 
guaranteed this week’s spellings will be 
etched in their brains forever! Genius!

Que tiempo hace?
Form 5 took on the role of weather 
presenters in their Spanish classes this 
term, creating dramatic meteorological 
predictions including ‘mucha nieve’ and 
‘realmente frio’!

A song for all pizza!
To say a big thank you for all of their 
hard work and beautiful performances 
during the Carol Services and Christmas 
concerts last term, the Headmaster 
invited The Chapel Choir and Miss 
Green to join him at ASK restaurant in 
Haslemere last week for a slice of pizza 
and an ice cream!



Only at St. Ed’s could you wander 
into the Jubilee Hall on a Wednesday 
morning and come face to face with a 
real life Saxon called Dermot, who has 
not only starred in Horrible Histories 
and Harry Potter, but also speaks fluent 
ancient English.  Joining Forms 5 and 6 
for the day, Dermot shared his Anglo 
Saxon knowledge and expertise with 
the children helping them to bring 
their history lessons to life.  Thank you 
Dermot, as always, it was a pleasure to 
see you at St. Ed’s.    

Dermot the Saxon

A brilliantly presented, relevant, thought-provoking and necessary assembly presented 
this term by Form 6MS on the subject of plastic.  In their words, “We need to act NOW”.

Plastic in our Oceans

Form 2M invited their assembly audience to join them at their Academy of Witch and 
Wizardry this term as they demonstrated the importance of “giving everything a go” … 
even if it does mean turning your ‘Bestie’ into a frog!  Well done Form 2M on a fantastic 
start to our day.

It’s good to help

Meet the Gappies
In association with Lattitude Global 
Volunteering, each year St. Ed’s welcomes 
three students from abroad to assist in all 
areas of the school both in and out of the 
classroom.  This year we welcome Erin 
Benedetti from Australia, Rebecca Brown 
from New Zealand and Jesse Haydock 
from South Africa who joined us at the 
beginning of this term.  A very warm  
“St. Ed’s” welcome from us all and if you 
see them around the school campus, 
make sure you say a big hello as all three 
of them are a long way from home!



5GT kicked off the Prep school’s assemblies this term with a 
presentation all about “New Year” and how it is celebrated in 
different ways around the world, finishing of course in the most 
traditional of ways … a performance of “auld lang syne!”   
Happy New Year 5GT!

The Emperor Strikes Back

Continuing with their Roman history, Form 4R presented a 
fantastic and comical assembly recounting how the Romans 
came to rule Britannia for over 350 years, taking on the likes of 
the Celts and Boudicca to claim victory.  Congratulations Form 
4R on a fun and informative performance.

The Three Little Pigs
Form 1 spent their English lessons this 
term learning the story of “The three little 
pigs”. This included writing a sorry letter 
from the wolf for blowing their houses 
down and, thanks to a walk through the 
woods, the creation of new shelters for 
the three homeless piggies.  Just in time 
too as it snowed the very next day. 

Children in our Little Ed’s Nursery joined the nation in the Big Garden Bird Watch 
this term.  Armed with their binoculars and bird books, the children set forth into 
the school woods and grounds to mark down who they could spot.  Blackbirds, 
Robins, Sparrows, Pigeons and a new species according to one eager watcher … 
the Walliker bird!

EYFS Bird Watch

Make some noise

As part of their music lessons this 
term, Mrs Molas Moss introduced our 
Reception children to the world of 
percussion instruments.  As the guide 
book says, to be a teacher takes courage, 
determination and a whole lot of 
patience!

An Act of Kindness
Amongst the many emails I received 
from parents in answer to my call 
for Hall of Fame, the below message 
arrived which I felt must be shared 
with the St. Ed's community.  Thank 
you to Mrs Rayner who sent it in.

Dear Mrs McEwan,
On Friday, in the midst of the dreadful 
weather (about 7.00pm), Toby Wright 
and a band of helpers were out on the 
A333 pushing cars who had got stuck 
or slipping on the ice. My husband had a 
terribly treacherous journey home along 
the M25 and down the A3 and the sight 
of  Toby and his companions helping 
people along gladdened his heart and 
reminded him why Lily benefits from being 
at St Ed's amongst staff who will put 
themselves out in this way.  I shared this 
story on our Form 5 WhatsApp group and 
the response was more stories from other 
parents of his discreet thoughtfulness and 
kindness.  Can we please give him - and 
any others involved (my husband was too 
exhausted to pick out any other faces) 
- a big 'thanks' in the magazine from 
parents for the example he sets and from 
residents of Grayshott and Hindhead for 
being a great neighbour.

After some detective work, #St. Ed's 
can confirm that helping Mr Wright 
that night was all of the Wright family 
as well as Mrs Dashwood and her 
daughter.  Repeating Mrs Rayner and 
endorsing her comments, thank you 
for all of your help.

Happy New Year from 5GT!



As part of their History curriculum, Form 
4 visited Fishbourne Roman Palace near 
Chichester last week.  One of the largest 
Roman residences north of the Alps, 
Fishbourne has a larger footprint than 
Buckingham Palace and is now a modern 
museum incorporating most of the visible 
remains including one wing of the palace 
and the gardens.  Providing a wonderful 
opportunity to see actual Roman mosaics, 
the children had a great day taking part in a 
workshop where they learnt about Roman 
games, cooking, writing, mosaic making, 
building an arch and weaving as well as 
having an opportunity to dress up as 
Romans.  Practical learning at its very best!

Hail Caesar!

Hall of Fame
A big high five for Jamie Gough who has been selected for trials with the Harlequins 
later this month.  Well done Jamie and keep #St. Ed's posted on how you do.
Many congratulations to Lizzy Skidmore (F8), who, on 29th December took part in 
a local show jumping competition with her riding school. She jumped her highest 
jumps to date and in the accumulator she jumped the 1m joker fence for the first 
time.  In the 2 fence challenge, Lizzie won it jumping the 2 fences at 1.30m.  Wow 
Lizzie .. Team GB here you come!
A big St. Ed’s high five for Lily Hampson (F5) who gained a Merit in her Grade 2 
Singing exam. Well done Lily!
A very warm welcome to William Welch (F3) who, reported by his Dad, has settled 
into St. Ed’s so quickly & happily – testament to both him and the school. At the grand 
age of 8 years old, this is the fourth country William has lived in including Australia, 
Singapore, UAE and here, the UK – William and his family are planning on staying here 
for some time!  We hope so too – a welcoming St. Ed’s fist bump William!
A huge congratulations to Theo Boyd who achieved his Level 1 Power-boating 
and also his Sailing with Spinnakers certificates whilst in Doha over the Christmas 
holidays.   Sailing is one of his favourite things to do and he is already a level 4 RSA 
sailor.  Well done Theo, two great achievements. 
Well done to Bella Carlin (F5) who took her first ballet exam (grade 1) this term 
and was awarded a Merit for her hard work.  If that wasn’t enough, Bella also took 
her first piano exam and passed prep test one with flying colours.  Bella’s Mum said, 
“we are so proud of all of the extra hard work and practice sessions she puts in, 
always smiling.”  A big St. Ed’s High Five Bella! 
The Butler family have been busy being superstars!  Eliza (F3) starred in Annie Junior 
which was playing in Farnham.  Auditioning against 300 others, she was an Orphan 
and was excellent – a perfect feral orphan according to her Mum!  Also, her big 
brother Rory (F5) has been awarded a place in the U10 s Hampshire Cricket squad 
this year.  Well done Eliza and Rory, two awesome achievements.
Jasper Glover represented Surrey’s U16 RAF wing in the inter county cross country 
race held in Essex on the 21st of January 2019 . The Surrey team came in third 
against the rest of the UK’s U16 armed service teams. He has also been selected to 
represent Surrey RAF U16 Rugby team as the hooker for the 2019 season .  Huge 
congratulations Jasper!
Our Senior Head Girl, Lieske Oomen (F11) has been selected to play for the girls 
U18’s county squad for Sussex!  A fantastic and well deserved achievement Lieske.
A big St. Ed’s high five for Daniel Sutton (F7) who has passed his most recent grading 
in Mixed Martial Arts during January to achieve the level of Red Stripe, this is 2 belts 
before black.  Well done Daniel!
Well done to Callum Jones (F9) who achieved his first 15k taking part in the Mince 
Pi race.  It was extremely cold, muddy and wet with a change of course midway 
through due to flooding, but that didn’t deter Callum from running a great race – 
congratulations Callum.
Congratulations to Annabel Lackenby-Fowler (F4), who, having only started singing 
lessons last Summer, passed her Grade 1 singing at Christmas with flying colours.  
Well done Annabel!
Eliška Hartmann recently took part in the Alton Gymnastics Club Championships 
and got 2 Silver Medals, one on floor and the other on vault.  Two fantastic 
achievements Eliška, well done!
Sophie Berry (F3) was given the unique experience of being a prize presenter at this 
year’s BETT Awards.  She awarded the Kids Judge BETT prize to DoodleMaths and 
was not only first up, but she also made a speech from the stage in front of thousands.  
Wow Sophie, what a fantastic accolade and a brilliant achievement – well done.
A big St. Ed’s high five to Oakley Watson (F5) who won a gold medal at his golf club 
this term for his 200 yard drive.  What a triumph Oakley, well done!
Many congratulations to Darcey Wrigley (F6) who has been in the Royal Ballet Junior 
associates for 3 years and has just auditioned successfully for White Lodge at the 
beginning of February.  Well done Darcey!
A big St. Ed’s high five for both Tristan and Emma Harding who both came first in 
their Ski Races during their ski holiday over Christmas.  As Mrs Harding said, “I was 
so relieved, can you imagine the sibling arguments if one had come second!”  Many 
congratulations Tristan and Emma!

Girls just wanna  
have fun!
Mr and Mrs Messina hosted a “girls 
boarding night” this term which included 
a number of fun activities including making 
and designing their own Tote bags.  After 
supper, it was a quick change into ‘onesies’ 
ready for a showing of the Greatest 
Showman on the big screen complete 
with popcorn.  The perfect sleepover!

Congratulations to 
our Ties!
Many congratulations to Alex Garrison, 
Freya Jennings, Charlie MacIntyre, Jonny 
Murray and Rory Toms who were 
awarded their Prefect “Ties” this term.  
Voted for by the school staff, the “ties” 
role is to support the Heads of Prep 
School, Kitty and Freddie, and assume 
particular responsibilities in and around 
the school. As Churchill once said, ‘the 
price of greatness is responsibility’ so 
well-done everyone for your more than 
deserving recognition  



An eerie fog enveloped St. Ed’s this 
term and I am not talking about one 
of My Hyett’s experiments! At dusk, 
through the irking mist a hint of a 
black mast could be formed and a 
distant dull chime of an aged ship’s 
bell could be heard through the 
isolated creaking of salt weathered 
wood … some could be mistaken 
in thinking it was the opening of 
the staff common room door, or 
the Deputy Heads getting up out 
of their chairs, but as the ripped 
and torn outline of a distressed 
“Jolly Roger” came into view in the 
Match Day Car Park it could mean 
only one thing, the Black Pearl had 
returned to St. Ed’s.  

Pirates of the Caribbean Boarding Night

There was no time to defend as the 
school was awash with rumbustious 
young pirates searching high and 
low for their golden cargoes. 
Though the fledgling deckhands 
were keen to stay out of trouble 
under the watchful eye of Captain 
Barbossa, it was he who ordered 
them to scowl the Auden centre in 
search of the Dead Man’s Chest.  In 
the main building, Captain Sparrow 
continued with his swashbuckling 
shenanigans in his arduous pursuit 
for the fabled fountain of youth 
as he’d been told by Will Turner 
the clue was in Davy Jones locket 
hidden under Mr Wright’s desk, but 
before long mutiny embraced the 
dining room.  However, all was not 
lost thanks to a last minute ‘parley’ 
by Mr Messina which released the 
young deck hands from the toils of 
the ghost pirates.  Disaster ensued 
though as amid the chaos, Captain 
Barbossa and Jack Sparrow escaped 
via the side door and cloaked by 
the doomed fog they were last 
seen scampering past the kitchen 
bins.  Seconds later the fated Black 
Pearl dissipated into the threatening 
miasma, leaving behind a stench 
of chewed stolen ‘stodge’ and 
discarded wrappers, the ethereal 
ship never to be seen again … well, 
until this time next year!



Many young people find achieving a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award life-changing. A fun adventure and major challenge, 
three progressive Award levels (Bronze, Silver and Gold) 
and a wide range of activities offer endless possibilities to 
anyone aged between14 to 24. Millions of young people 
in the UK have already taken part in the world’s leading 
youth achievement award – pushing personal boundaries, 
gaining new skills and enhancing their CVs and university 
applications, which is why it was paramount that St. Ed’s 
Senior school offered the opportunity for our students 
to get involved and go that extra mile.  

Lead by Dr Roberts and Mr Warren, The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award at St. Ed’s is all about setting your own 
challenges, giving 100% and being the very best you can 
be!  The Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
comprise four sections: the expedition section, the 
volunteering section, the physical section and the skills 
section. At St Ed’s, pupils begin their Bronze Award in 
Form 9 and their Silver Award in Form 10.

Over the past few years, St. Ed’s Senior Students have 
achieved both their Bronze and Silver medals which are 
awarded to them during Speech Day, in front of not only 
their proud parents, but also their delighted tutors and 
teaching staff.  For more information about  
Duke of Edinburgh at St. Ed’s, please email  
Dr Roberts (nr@saintedmunds.co.uk)

The Duke of Edinburgh Award at St Edmund’s
Volunteering
The volunteering section is all 
about pupils giving up their own 
time to make a difference to the 
lives of others by lending a helping 
hand. We encourage students to 
use their skills and experience to 
directly help their local community. 
Pupils can become involved in 
a community project they care 
about or help a local charity or 
individuals in the local area. 

Physical
The physical section provides 
students with the opportunity 
to focus on their own health 
and fitness, whilst also having 
fun along the way! Students 
can choose from a wide range 
of physical activities, including 
football, rugby, hockey, rock 
climbing and dancing. Pupils can 
even try a completely new sport 
or activity, either as a team or as 
an individual! 

“My DofE has made me realise I can be whoever I want to be.”  
Imogen Burke, Senior Leaver, 2018

Skills
The skills section is all about developing 
a skill. It helps students get better at 
something they’re really interested in 
and gives them the confidence and ability 
to use this skill both now and later in life. 
The possibilities are practically endless 
but favourites include learning to play a 
musical instrument, cooking, gardening, 
painting and photography.

Expedition
Students work in small teams to plan and 
complete a practice and a final expedition 
lasting two days for Bronze and three 
days for Silver in and around the South 
Downs National Park and the Dorset 
countryside. Students will hone their 
camp craft and navigation skills as well as 
develop their teamwork and leadership 
capabilities. Our sessions focus on: map 
and compass work, route planning, first 
aid and emergency awareness, safety and 
the weather, camp craft and the country 
code, safe use of stoves, menu planning 
and food, kit lists and rucksack packing.

Whilst students can begin their Volunteering, Physical and Skills Sections at the start of Form 9 (for Bronze) and Form 10 (for Silver), the 
following timings apply to the Expedition Section:

DofE Expedition Planning
Bronze Award (Form 9) Silver Award (Form 11)

Michaelmas Planning for practice expedition (Saturday morning)
Practice expedition (3 days, 2 nights, South Downs)

Lent First Aid course (Saturday morning)
Expedition training (Saturday morning)

Summer Practice expedition (2 days, 1 night, Hindhead) 
Planning for qualifying expedition (Saturday morning)
Qualifying expedition (2 days, 1 night, Petersfield)

Planning for qualifying expedition (Saturday morning, post exams)
Qualifying expedition (3 days, 2 nights post exams, Dorset)



Following the success of the Senior Photography 
Club, Mr Barnes organised a Photography 
Competition this term and was overwhelmed 
by the quality of the entries he received.  
The theme was “Winter” or “Autumn” with 
everyone being given a wide brief as to whether 
their photos included animals, views, people 
etc.  Mrs Adams, Mrs Harris and Mr B-P had 
the difficult job of being guest judges and 
congratulations to Sarah Whiteley who won 
with her photo “Flaming Gen”.  In second place 
came Reef Manning with “mushrooms” and 
in 3rd place Charles Loble-Coles with “I’m an 
outlaw”.  Well done to everyone who entered, 
there’s no doubting there is an abundance of 
talent amongst you all – here’s a selection for 
your enjoyment.

..... Senior Photography Competition
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Freddie Wilson
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# St. Ed’s UP CLOSE

Judo has been a regular part of Friday life at St. Ed’s for the past 15 years, taught by our 
Judo expert, Martin Rance.  Martin is a full-time professional Judo teacher, a British Judo 
Association 4th Dan Black Belt, a BJA Level 3 Senior Club coach and is a member of the 
GB Judo Squad.  

So why Judo at St. Ed’s? Judo was originally created in 1882 by Jigoro Kano as a physical, 
mental and moral teaching in Japan and over the years has grown to become a popular 
Olympic sport.  It is arguably the safest form of martial arts for children to study, no 
matter what shape or size.  Improving fitness, flexibility, co-ordination, respect for others 
and self-confidence, Judo is a fun and safe sport for all ages, providing a great cardiovascular 
workout too.  Physical strength is also improved as a direct result of trying to control and 
dictate the movement of the opponent as well as enhanced power.  Co-ordination can 
be seen to develop dramatically amongst the young competitors and improved reflexes 
together with mental reaction time all go to help in the classroom and their everyday life.  
Martin believes that the etiquette and discipline involved with Judo should not only be part 
of the learning process but it should also be an essential part of the over-all ethos of the 
sport. As Mr Jigaro Kano himself stated all those years ago, Judo is an ‘Education for life’ 
which is why St. Ed’s is such a great supporter of this particular co-curricular option.  

Martin teaches Judo at St. Ed’s to children in Reception through to our Seniors in 
Form 11.  If you would like your child/children to have a go, then Martin is more than 
happy to offer a no-obligation trial lesson so the children can see what it is all about.  
All they need to wear for their first session is their PE kit.  To book a place, or find 
out further information, please either contact ProCoach Judo on 01344 771846, email 
procoachJudo@yahoo.co.uk, or alternatively, just turn up on the day.  All new comers 
will be assured of a very warm welcome from Martin and the St. Ed’s Judo Team.

St. Ed’s School Judo Club  



 ..... Sport Boys Rugby

Miss Wade-Smith and Mr Birch are busy 
finalising the details for this year’s Sports 
Tour to Centre Parcs in Holland.  Taking 
place from Monday 15th to Friday 19th 
April, there are 63 children attending 
from Forms 8 to 10, all of whom will 
enjoy training with West Ham Football 
coaches and England National Netball 
Coaches.  The children will compete in 
two tournaments during their visit as well 
as enjoy swimming, bowling and other 
activities, not forgetting of course the 
disco which is attended by all of the visiting 
schools that week.  This is the highest 
number of children that have joined the 
sports tour to date and there’s no doubting 
they are all going to have a fantastic time.   
A big shout out to Winkworth estate 
agents who have generously sponsored the 
girls’ netball dresses for the tour.

2019 Sports Tour

Mr Balfour reports:
Although the weather caused quite 
 a few of our rugby matches to be 
cancelled, there was still some excellent 
play this season.  Both the U9 and U11A 
squads showed great determination out 
on the field, with their skills developing 
well and showing great promise.  Our 
U13A team, after losing their game of the 
season, went on to remain unbeaten for 
the rest of the term playing some fantastic 
rugby, culminating in a great day at St. Ed’s 
in a four way match against Highfield, 
Edgeborough and Amesbury where they 
won all three of their matches.  Captain 
Jamie Gough led the team from the front 
at fly half, dictating play with his dynamic 
running.  The forwards rucked fantastically 
with Barney Smith and Freddie Rowe 
consistently breaking the game line.  Well 
done to all of the boys for some terrific 
rugby across all of the age groups this year.

Miss Stoneman reports:
The U11 girls have had a great start to 
the Hockey season.  They have worked 
hard on using the space within the pitch 
and learning to pass ahead for their team 
mates to move on to the ball.  They 
had great matches against Cranleigh 
and Barrow Hills to start their season 
off well.  Both were tough matches but 
allowed the girls to learn about using 
the space and getting back to defend as 
a team.  Another great game was against 
Boundary Oak where they played their 
first 11 a-side game.  They used the space 
well considering it was the first time they 
had to use the entire pitch.  The girls 
worked hard to send the ball out side 
before driving the ball down towards the
D.  This resulted in them winning  
the match 3 – 0 with some fantastic 

passing and movement throughout the 
whole team.

Miss Wade-Smith reports:
As a whole there has been a positive 
improvement in the girls stick handling 
skills.  With confidence growing, we’ve 
seen a better use of the pitch, especially 
the wide areas and the drive to attack our 
opposition.  The U13 and Senior teams 
have both had high quality games to start 
the season against tough opponents.  
With more games ahead for the Seniors, 
I am expecting even more from our 
girls.  Special mentions to our wingers 
Phoebe King and Evie Molay who have 
both stepped in every hockey match so 
far.  Often as the most senior members 
of their teams, they have displayed 
enthusiasm, teamwork and impressive 
knowledge and skill in the game.

Girls Hockey  

St. Ed’s is a proud sponsor of Guildford 
Girls Rugby Club and earlier this term 
we were delighted to welcome not one 
but two Harlequins players to St. Ed’s 
who joined all of our girls for a Rugby 
Taster day.  Women's rugby is one of the 
fastest-growing sports in the world; since 
it was announced as an Olympic sport in 
2009, participation numbers have grown 
globally from 200,000 to over 2.6 million.  
Chloe and Holly introduced the girls to 
the basic skills and spent a lot of time 

talking about the sport and why they love 
playing it.  Having mastered the basics, the 
girls then had the opportunity of playing 
a game of touch rugby before enjoying a 
question and answer session with their 
two special guests.  A great day of rugby 
at St. Ed’s and who knows, amongst our 
girls we may be looking at the members 
of the future England squad!  A big thank 
you to Susan Payne who chairs the Girls 
Rugby for helping us organise such a 
great day for our girls.

Girls Rugby

Miss Mac reports:
A group of St. Ed’s pupils attended the 
Surrey Schools XC in Reigate in January, 
having qualified earlier in the term at 
Charterhouse in order to represent 
Waverley.  This meant the standard was 
extremely high but our teams took it all 
in their stride, and everyone performed 
to their absolute best.  A special mention 

to Yasmin Gubby who came 12th and 
Bertie McDonald who came 8th, both 
qualifying for the South East Inter Counties 
competition taking place later this month.  
Theo Freeland narrowly missed the cut off 
but can hold his head high after a superb 
run.  A big shout out to Sarah McDonald 
for her on-going encouragement in my 
absence, she always goes above and beyond.  

Surrey Schools XC at Reigate

The first round of Boats took place a few 
weeks ago and all the participants did 
really well.  The top division was fought 
closely between 8BG winning the first 
race and 8C winning the next two.  A 
special mention to Form 7DA who were 
leading the top division in the last race of 
the day until the last few strokes when 
8C came through to clinch a second 
victory.  The top positioned Lower 
School boats are 6MS and 6C in Division 
3 and 5LVO and 5RW in Division 4.

Boats



 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Form 5 are currently working on their 
percussion instruments. I only have myself 
to blame on this one as it’s the noisiest 
the DT room gets! Drum, shakers, thumb 
pianos and other highly creative noise 
makers are being assembled using a range 
of tools and machines. I am sure all parents 
will want to see and hear this work when 
it comes home after the half-term break!

Form 10 have been totally switched 
on this term finishing off their lighting 
projects. Some of the work is highly 
illuminating and casts shadows on the 
previous term’s work. It’s good to see this 
work in the spotlight at last! It’s beam a 
great half-term, Watt a success!

Form 6 have nearly finished their Pencil 
Holder projects. These projects are made 
almost entirely from Reclaimed materials 
found right here at St Ed’s. The bodies of 
the lizards are made from old PE benches 
and the backgrounds are made from 
surplus plastic cladding left over from the 
refurbished changing rooms. 

Form 7 are currently making pencil 
boxes and have finished the lids by 
vacuum forming plastic into some very 
creative shapes. This process of making 
never fails in achieving the ‘Wow’ factor.



 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Form 11 have now put the finishing 
touches to their Coursework projects. 
Well done to the class for the effort 
and precision this term. All need to be 
tested by child and adults alike. So far 
everything is passing with flying colours. 



# St. Ed’s UP CLOSE

It is hard to believe that it is now over a 
year since #St. Ed’s reported on a new 
pioneering partnership between our 
Little Ed’s Nursery and nearby care home, 
Huntington House.  At the time, it was still 
a little known entity that “intergenerational 
care”, (the practice of bringing the young 
and elderly together) was proving to be 
such a success, but for Karen Bailey, our 
Nursery Manager, it was clear to see the 
benefits that both of the generations 
were gaining from such an initiative.

A year on and ‘Intergenerational 
Care’ is now revolutionising care 
homes worldwide.  A recent study by 
BMC Geriatrics in Japan found that 
elderly people who were part of an 
intergenerational care scheme were 
not only engaging with the toddlers, but 
they were engaging with each other and 
smiling more as a result of the children’s 

visits.  The scheme made the residents 
more comfortable with conversation, and 
also gave them something new to talk 
about.  Other studies closer to home 
in the UK show that social interaction 
between the two generations cannot 
only decrease loneliness, a prevalent 
issue in our older generations, but it can 
also delay mental decline, lower blood 
pressure and even reduce the risk of 
disease and death in the elderly.  

But what about the benefits to the 
children? Well having recently joined 
Karen and a selection of our Reception 
children on one of their weekly trips to 
Huntington House, it is clear to see why 
the children look forward to their visits.  
As Karen reported, “we really did have 
a ball this week.  Molly was teaching the 
children some lovely poems as she was a 
reception teacher for over 40 years and 

had all the children completely enthralled.  
Mrs Malcolm was fabulous and loved 
dressing up in Elton John glasses and 
feather boas!  We also went walkabout 
with some of the children and visited 
those residents who find it hard to get 
to the drawing room.  We visited Chris 
who told the children all about being 
in the merchant navy and living in New 
Zealand.  He had some homework to do 
for his speech and language therapy so 
the children sat down and helped him 
with it too.”

As one resident said just before we left, 
“being old has its moments, but for the 
hour or so when the children are here, 
you forget that you’re away from your 
own family.”

#St. Ed’s cannot wait until it’s next visit!

A Pioneering Partnership



# St. Ed’s UP CLOSE

Street Dance joined the list of  
co-curricular activities at St. Ed’s last year 
under the expert tuition of Danni Lannoy.  
Well known amongst the local dance 
world, Danni set up The Lannoy School 
of Performing Arts in 2014 with just 
seven students, a little over 4 years later 
and Danni now has 250 dancers on her 
books! A young and dynamic performing 
arts school, Danni offers classes in ballet, 
tap and modern (ISTD) as well as musical 
theatre, streetdance and acro-dance.  
It is a fun, energetic school with students 
as young as two enjoying classes taught 
by qualified teachers who have years of 
experience as dance professionals.

Danni trained at the prestigious Laine 
Theatre Arts and during her career 
performed in professional pantomimes 
with various well known celebrities, 
danced in 'The Carousel', was part of 
the resident cast of 'The Spirit of the 
Dance' in Las Vegas and went on tour to 

the USA in 'The Spirit of Broadway' with 
the Osmonds! She also has various TV 
credits to her name and has danced for 
Sony Records and worked with Capital 
FM on some of their live shows such as 
'Party in the Park'.

After having a family of her own Danni 
renewed her teaching qualifications (DDE 
in Modern, Ballet and Tap) and continues 
to achieve excellence in her Continuing 
Professional Development undertaking 
specialist courses and development of 
her extensive teaching skills. Danni loves 
nothing more than passing on her passion 
for all things 'dance' to her students!

So why Street Dance at St. Ed’s?  Miss 
Danni comments, “the benefits of 
Streetdance are numerous.  Firstly 
it is a gender inclusive dance genre 
where children feel comfortable and 
get to dance to current music that 
they are familiar with. It is an excellent 

activity both physically and mentally – 
strengthening the mind, exercising the 
brain and developing co-ordination. 
It creates discipline as children are 
constantly listening to instruction and 
it builds their confidence giving them 
a good sense of achievement whilst 
working within a team. With all the dance 
related TV shows it is becoming more 
and more popular amongst all ages so I 
am delighted to be teaching it at St. Ed’s.”  
Street Dance takes place after school on 
Thursdays and Fridays so if you would 
like your child/children to give it a go 
or to join Danni and her regular classes 
please email info@lannoyschool.com for 
more information.

PS.  Calling all Mums and Dads – Danni 
runs an adult Streetdance class in 
Grayshott on a Monday morning for 
those that are interested!

Street Dance at St. Ed’s



..... St. Ed’s Gallery

In honour of the Chinese New 
Year, children in Reception have 
made their own dragon masks.

Some very special pandas 
made by Form 2.

Form 4 have been looking at the work of 
artist Paul Cezanne and created oil pastel 
drawings based on his work.

On open morning this term the scholars 
and GCSE artists created a series of dry 
point etchings for their portfolios.



Form 6 have been learning about different 
portraiture methods. This term they have 
completed cast drawings  using the sight-size 
method, and self- portraits using the grid method.

Form 9 have been making origami flowers for 'The Little Shop of Horrors' production. 
These were then used as part of the set.

Form 8 have been busy glazing 
their ceramic Greek bowls and 
plates inspired by the 'Kylix 
Theseus'.



Snow Day!
Upon waking on Friday 
1st February, a winter 
wonderland awaited us all, 
and whilst many schools 
shut their gates for the day,  
St. Ed’s kept theirs open …. 
not for lessons mind you,  
but for playing in …  only 
at St. Ed’s!  Thank you to 
everyone who sent their 
photos to #St. Ed’s and a 
special mention to two 
members of our teaching 
staff who won the # prize 
for most “arty” snow photo, 
congratulations Mr Wright 
and Mr Messina.
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